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To attempt a picture of early Nonconformity in Leicestershire 
from local materials alone would not be a rewarding project. All 
too often the records of the chapels and meeting-houses themselves 
do not begin until the very end of the seventeenth century; and the 
records of Quarter Sessions and the Archdeaconry Court provide 
information that is, on the whole, fragmentary and haphazard. 
Fortunately there survive on a national scale three sets of records 
which provide the essential foundation for studying Nonconformity 
in Charles II's reign. The first consists of the inquiry about con
venticles which Archbishop Sheldon ordered in 1669: the second 
of the religious census he ordered in 1676: the third of the licences 
granted to Nonconformists following the Declaration of Indulgence 
in 1672. Of these, the first, the return of 1669, is the most compre
hensive and most valuable; and with it this article is concerned. 
The return itself was printed and thoroughly analysed nearly forty 
years ago.1 But there survives for Leicestershire another version of 
this return which is much more full and reliable and has not 
previously been published. It is printed below (pp. 121-43). This 
introduction will consider the relation between the two versions; 
attempt to collate them and to estimate the value of the one in the 
light of the other; and indicate briefly what new evidence the fuller 
version provides and in what way it can add to our understanding 
of early Nonconformity in Leicestershire. 

The return of 1669, which Lyon Turner printed in Original 
Records of Early Nonconformity, is preserved in the Library of 
Lambeth Palace.2 It covers more or less the whole country and 
includes a complete return for Leicestershire. This consists of a list 
of the parishes in the Archdeaconry of Leicester, entered under their 
respective deaneries: against each parish it records in tabulated 
form the number, if any, of conventic:es held there, the sect or sects 
by whom they were held, the number and ·quality of the Noncon
formists meeting in them, and the names of their " heads and 
teachers;'' The value of such information is obvious enough, and 

1In Original Records of Early Nonconformity under Persecution and 
Indulgence, ed. G. Lyon Turner (3 vols., rgu-1914). 

2Tenison MS. 639. 
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much use has been made, particularly, of that relating to Noncon
formist ministers. It suffers, however, from certain drawbacks. The 
form is so summary that it provides little information about persons 
other than ministers, and the picture it gives is only a bare outline 
showing the distribution of conventicles, their denomination and, 
roughly, their size. Moreover the manner in which the return 
achieved its final form leads one not only to regret the excisions 
involved in that process, but perhaps to doubt the authority of 
evidence subjected to several stages of editing. For this return of 
1669 (henceforth referred to as the Lambeth return) provides evi
dence that is by no means first-hand' but compiled in several stages 
from other returns. This process can be studied in detail in Lyon 
Turner's edition. It is sufficient here to note that the decision to 
compile this return was taken in 1669 when Sheldon was pressing 
for new measures against Nonconformists and' wanted evidence to 
back his case. He therefore asked the bishops to answer certain 
inquiries about conventicles in their dioceses. The bishops passed 
on the request to their archdeacons. The archdeacons then obtained 
the information directly from their parish clergy, embodied it in 
the form of a return for the whole archdeaconry and sent it to their 
bishops. From these the bishops compiled their episcopal returns 
which, in tum, were sent to the archbishop. The process did not 
end there. At Lambeth the separate episcopal returns were entered 

, into a single record, placed under the discipline of tabulated' head
ings and reduced to a uniform system. In this process of editing, 
which was perhaps begun by the bishops even before the returns 
reached Lambeth, they suffered some loss because, in being reduced 
to order and uniformity, they were rendered down and skimmed of 
any matter considered superfluous. From this it is clear that the 
Lambeth return represents only at third or even fourth hand, and 
then in summary form, the original answers given by the parish 
clergy to their archdeacons. 

How much information was lost and how much distorted when 
the returns were condensed in this way could only be guessed' by 
Lyon Turner, but he believed that the information excluded at 
Lambeth or at an earlier stage might be valuable and considered 
its loss " very vexatious." He had little hope that much would 
be recovered, believing that the original answers made by the parish 
clergy were " nearly all lost." At the most he thought that some 
of the returns for individual parishes might be found. Couia such 
returns be found', then they would be doubly valuable-in restoring 
rejected evidence and in providing a check by which to gauge the 
validity of the Lambeth return. 
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In the case of Leicestershire, fortunately, this opinion was too 
pessimistic. For there exists in Lincoln Diocesan Record Office a 
document headed " Leicestershire Certificates concerning Conven
ticles, I669 ", a transcript of which is printed with this article. 
This document (henceforth referred to as the Leicester return) is 
the original answer to the archbishop's inquiries given by the 
Leicestershire clergy to their archdeacon and sent by him to the 
bishop at Lincoln. It deserves to be examined in some detail. 

The Leicester return consists of two parts, the first of letters 
from the archbishop of Canterbury to the bishop of London, 3 

from the bishop of London to the bishop of Lincoln, from the bishop 
of Lincoln to the archdeacon of Leicester, and from the archdeacon's 
official to the clergy of Leicestershire, all of which contain directions 
for making the enquiry: the second part consists of the actual certifi
cates made by the clergy, parish by parish, in order of deaneries. 
By no means all of this is legible, since the edges are in many places 
torn and the outer pages, in particular, incomplete and partly 
obliterated. From this damage the series of letters has especially 
suffered. Fortunately there exists in the same office a similar return 
to the same inquiry which the bishop received from the archdeacon 
of Buckingham. This contains the same set of letters, except the 
last, much better preserved, and from it, therefore, the gaps in the 
Leicester letters can be filled. 

The contrast between the condition of the Leicester return and 
the condition of the refurn made by the archdeacon of Buckingham 
is of some interest and importance. The poor condition of the 
Leicester return is not due merely to neglect and time: the second 
part, formed of the certificates themselves, was never a neat and 
legible document like that for Buckingham, which is written in a 
uniformly clear hand and' is indeed a fair copy. In the Leicester 
return, admittedly, some attempt is made to organise the material 
in the same way as in Buckingham, the archdeaconry being sub
divided into its deaneries and each parish being allotted a space for 
its return under its particular deanery. But here the similarity 
ends. First, the writing varies from page to page: second, the 
writing lacks the neat assurance only to be achieved in leisure; it 
appears hasty, marred by blots and' erasures; third, the space 
allotted' to each parish does not always suffice to contain the informa
tion supplied by a loquacious curate or an aggrieved vicar and, 
therefore, the return for one parish often overlaps the return for 
another parish, cramping it and sometimes threatening to obliterate 
it; in one place further information, suggesting an afterthought, is 

3As dean of the province of Canterbury. 
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supplied in the form of a footnote for which space can barely be 
found: fourth, each entry is certified by the signature of either the 
incumbent or his curate, or some lay representatives, usually the 
churchwardens, a procedure which, again, does not favour tidiness, 
since some signatures sprawl beyond their due space, others are mere 
hints, most, by reason of their blots and scratchings, suggest the use 
of an unfamiliar pen in an unfamiliar po$ition (as it were in a post 
office). The result, not surprisingly, is a return technically inferior 
to the Buckingham return, but, to the modern reader, far more 
interesting and exciting because it lives the more vividly through 
its imperfections. 

This vividness imparted by crabbed handwriting and autograph 
signatures is not a characteristic that can be transmitted through 
these pages, since the original must obviously lose its peculiar 
flavour in transcript and print; but it is, nevertheless, a characteris
tic to be noted because it renders all the more authentic the informa
tion that this document contains. It shows clearly that here is 
evidence at first hand, not refined or distorted in passing from clerk 
to clerk. A brief examination may demonstrate this more clearly 
by indicating the way in which the return was obtained and so 
establishing its authority. The inquiries sent down by the arch
bishop had, as we have seen, been transmitted by the archdeacon's 
official to the parish clergy. At this stage, for reasons which this 
is not the. place to consider, the clergy of Leicester followed a 
different procedure from the clergy of Buckingham. In Bucking
ham the parish clergy sent rtheir answers to their archdeacon in the 
form of written certificates which were copied out and entered in 
the neat, numbered, indexed and bou.ud return still preserved at 
Lincoln. The Leicestershire procedure was distinguished iri the 
first place by considerable delay. It was on 14 June 1669 that 
the bishop of Lincoln sent his archdeacons the orders for making 
the enquiry; yet, although it seems that the last of the Buckingham 
clergy sent his written certificates to his archdeacon by the middle 
of August, in Leicestershire no result of any sort is evident until 
13 October, four months after the inquiry had been ordered. This 
delay and' the speed required to set it right was, perhaps, responsible 
for the other point which distinguished the procedure of Leicester
shire. Instead of waiting for the clergy to send certificates in writ
ing, the archdeacon summoned' them to assemble at St. Martin's, 
Leicester,4 on stated days, probably 13, 14 and 15 October, deanery 
by deanery, and to answer the inquiry there in person. Their 

4There is . no . evidence to show where the clergy of Framland deanery 
assembled. The MS. is torn at this point. 
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answers were then taken down in writing and sent in that rough 
form to Lincoln. In this Leicester return, therefore, we possess the 
actual replies given verbally by the clergy or their representatives, 
written down on the spot, presumably by clerks, and confirmed by 
the signature or mark of the deponent. These are the circumstances 
that account for the peculiar nature of the return, its disorder and 
untidiness, and give it a peculiar value. It is first-hand evidence, 
without subsequent correction or addition, since the replies were sent 
to Lincolu in the form in which they were taken down and have 
remained there in that state to this day. 

The relation between the Leicester return, printed here, and the 
Lambeth return, printed by Lyon Turner, should now be apparent. 
The Leicester return represents the original evidence given by the 
parish clergy which, after undergoing the processes already des
cribed, was finally included in a well-digested and summary form 
in the Lambeth return. From this account it should also be be 
apparent that the Leicester return possesses a two-fold interest. 
First, it provides a standard with which to collate the Lambeth 
return, to discover how far it summarises accurately the evidence 
from which it was compiled, whether it suffers from any distortion 
or falsification, intended or not. Second, it provides additional and 
hitherto unpublished information about Nonconformists in the 
county, information that was excluded from the Lambeth return, 
the loss of which was so lamented by Lyon Turner. 

The process of colla1ion on the whole will be found to vindicate 
the integrity of the Lambeth return. Except that it excludes certain 
categories of information and reproduces the rest in condensed form, 
it differs mostly on minor points, many perhaps the result of clerical 
errors made in copying either at Lincoln or at Lambeth. There are 
unimportant changes in the order in which parishes are placed. For 
example, the parish of Bagworth and' Thornton is turned head over 
heels and appears further down the list as Thornton and Bagworth 
under " T ". Descriptive phrases are changed in a more important 
degree. The " mixed multitude of all sorts " that the Leicester 
return reports frequenting conventicles at lbstock becomes in the 
Lambeth return " a mean sort ". At Witherley the change com
pletely reverses the meaning, since " a considerable number of 
persons ... about 40 meeters " becomes " inconsiderable." The 
quality of the conventiclers at Theddingworth is upgraded from 
" meaner sort " to " middle sort ". At Arnesby the " meanest 
sort of people and poor tradesmen '' become briefly '' poorer sort ''. 
The " all sorts " meeting at Ashby Magna turn into an "ordinary 
sort ". The changes in the description of the coventiclers at Sileby 
may be attributed to the difficulty of summarising the quality of 
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those who are reported to be '' the less substantial people in the . . . 
parish and some vulgar people from other places ''; for in the Lam
beth return this is perhaps unfairly simplified by ascribing to the 
Anabaptists of Sileby the quality of " better sort " and to the 
Quakers the quality of " vu;gar sort ". The numbers of conventi
clers are copied more accurately. Exceptions, slight enough, are 
the following: at Bitteswell " near an hundred meeters " is rendered 
as " about 90 "; the " 12 or 14 " of Catthorpe become " about 
12 " ; the " 20 or 30 " Anabaptists of Enderby are reduced to 
" about 20 "; and the " 10 or 15 " of Frolesworth to " 10 ". 

The changes, then, which the Lambeth return introduces make 
no substantial difference to the original account. But, apart from 
these changes, there are other differences to be considered, in the 
form both of additions and omissions. The omissions do not belong 
to that who:e class of evidence which is almost entirely omitted and 
will be considered later, but consist of information of a sort with 
which the Lambeth return is generally concerned, that is, in these 
instances, of information about Nonconformist ministers and about 
the conventicles themselves. The following ministers, reported in 
the Leicester return, are omitted in the Lambeth return: at Ibstock 
" Mr Drayton and others "; at Stoke Golding " Mr Wilson of 
Atherston, Mr Brooks of Fillongly Com. Warwick and Mr Lead
beater ejected out of Hinckley and Mr Southwell of Dadlington "; 
at Enderby the Anabaptist ministers "Cave a Taylor of Countis
thorpe a11d one Kitchin of Lutterworth an ironmonger ". The 
information relating to conventicles that is omitted makes only 
a slight modification. The Presbyterian conventicle reported at 
Witherley appears in the original as " one conventicle lately kept 
in . the night ''. According to the original a conventicle was held 
at Saddington not only by the Anabaptists, as reported in the 
Lambeth return, but by the '' Presbyterians and Independents about 
30 in number of an ordinary sort of people their teacher knowne 
to be an ejected minister, but his name not knowne ,;_ The Lambeth 
return ignores the additional and modifying information that the 
conventicle at Bitteswell was held " about halfe a yeare since " . 
It ignores entirely the following reports: at Shawell " an unlawful 
assembly held in the afternoon in the said parish church without 
my knowledge about two months since to the number of 40 or 
thereabouts this by Mr Campion as I heare an ejected minister 
of the meaner sort "; at Thurlaston, " no Conventicle within this 
pish but neare thereunto there have been severall at certain odd 
houses used as meeting houses and Edward Lawrence Esq 4 miles 
or less of the burrough of Leier about 100 in number of the meaner 
sort of people consisting of Quakers sometimes of Anabaptists and 
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some presbiterians or independents "; at Willoughby Waterless, 
" no conventicle or unlawfull meeting within this pish but once 
by one Oglesby who came from London and there did continue 
for five or six [ days J and [ nights J together in the house of one 
John Rayner according to the certificate ". 

By contrast, and unexpectediy, the Lambeth return contains 
information not contained in the Leicester return from which it 
was derived. In two instances this is readily explained'. The rash 
conjecture that the teacher of the Quakers at Mountsorrel was a 
Jesuit cannot be found in the original because the entry is torn. 
Against Sapcote the Leicester return contains the note " a presbi
terian conventicle and an anabaptisticall conventicle held within 
this psh as in the certificate is certified' by me ' ' : to this the Lambeth 
return adds the information that the presbyterian conventicle con
sists of " about 40 " of the " vulgar sort " and that their teachers 
are " Mr Matthew Clark and John Kitching Ironmunger ", at the 
same time adding Independents to the Presbyterians and entirely 
omitting the Anabaptists. This last change seems unlikely since 
other entries make it evident that Kitching was a Baptist, but 
the additional information was probably that contained in the 
separate certificate which for some reason was drawn up for 
Sapcote and presumably sent separately to Lincoln. For the other 
additions no explanation is evident. Although his name does not 
appear here in the Leicester return, among the ministers at Bowden 
Magna the Lambeth return includes " Mr Willson ejected out of 
the vicaridge of Foxton " . Lastly at the end of the Leicestershire 
parishes the Lambeth return tacks on an entry relating to " Gur
feild ", which does not appear in the original.5 

This detailed comparison between the two returns shows that 
the information about the number and type of conventicles, the 
quality of the conventiclers and the names of their heads and 
teachers was on the whole adequately transferred from the one 
return to the other. A comparison of the total number of " heads 
and teachers ", of conventicles and of conventiclers, that the 
Leicester return reports with the similar totals derived from the 
Lambeth return does not reveal a very great difference; and that 
difference is greatest where it matters least, in the number of con
venticlers, a figure that is of hardly any statistical value. The 
Lambeth return provides these figures: 45 heads and teachers, 58 
conventicles, 2,260 conventiclers ( + 4 groups of uncertain num
ber) . According to the Leicester return the figures should be 
respectively 54, 56 ( + 6 reported as being held only once), 2,460 

SThis may be meant for "Gorefields" in the archdeaconry of Buckingham. 
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( + 3 groups of uncertain number). This general agreement 
between the two clearly vindicates the character of the Lambeth 
return and shows that within its chosen limits it provides an ade
quate and, for the most part, accurate summary of the original 
certificate made by the Leicestershire clergy. There is no evidence 
here to suggest that any attempt was made either at Lincoln or 
at Lambeth to modify the picture as a whole, whether for the 
purposes of frightening the government into taking action · against 
the Nonconformists or for the purpose of persuading the goveni
ment that suppression would be a simple and trifling operation. 
Whether or not that picture is reliable depends not on the intentions 
and hopes of the archbishop and bishops, but on the honesty and 
reliability of the parish clergy who provided the materials. 

This problem of reliability is, of course, important in relation 
not only to the Lambeth return but to the additional detail con
tained in the Leicester return; and the scope of that detail must 
first be illustrated before the problem in general is considered. The 
Lambeth return rejeots, as has been shown, almost all information 
that does not relate to the number of conventicles, the number 
and social standing of those who attended them, their denomination 
and the names of their heads and teachers. Often this means that 
little was excluded, but sometimes the difference was considerable. 
How great this difference might be can best be illustrated by a 
particular example. Under Ibstock there appears in the Lambeth 
return the following entry: 

Parishes & Conventicles Sects Numbers Qualitie Heads & 

Ibstock 

in them Teachers 

many All sects about 40 meane sort The said 
Wm Smith 

Matthew Clarke Mr 
Sittlewood ejected 

out of Ravenston in Derbyshire 

Tiiis is the original certificate as it appears in the Leicester 
return: 

" There have been many Conventicles of presbiterians and 
all sorts within this parish about 4oty in number at the house of 
Joseph Taylor Wheelewright Elias Goadby mercer John Husband 
and John Erpe of Ibstock the resorters to these meetings a mixt 
multitude of all sorts the teachers Mr Willm Smith ejected out 
of Packington Mr Matthew Clarke ejected out of Narborough Mr 
Shuttlewood' ejected out of Raunston in Derbyshire Mr Drayton 
and others the numbers rather increase than decrease " and added 
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in the form of a note: " names of the most considerable Conventic
lers John Paybodie husbandman Joseph Taylor Wheelewright Elias 
Goadby mercer John Erpe a Smithe Thomas Erpe a Taylor John 
Belcher husbandman Tho: Padgett yeoman James Swinfield hus
bandman all of Ibstock Samuell Barnes dwelling in the parish 
Thomas Copshon of Ibstock yeoman. The same psons that meet 
ait Ibstock meet at severall other places at Wellsborough lodge 
Hugglescote and Normanton sup Heath." 

The differences between these two versions are obvious enough. 
In general the original, as one would expect, is less precise, often 
being expressed in terms that are difficult to summarise and there
fore containing information that could not be included in the 
summary form. Of this sort is the more detailed information some
times given about the character of the conventicles, whether they 
are regular meetings at fixed times and places or irregular or held 
only once, and how long they have been held. On occasion there 
is evidence given, as at Ibstock and Thurlaston, of Nonconformist 
activity in other parishes, evidence that is not always substantiated 
by the entries under those parishes. Most frequent and most 
important is the additional information provided about Noncon
formist layme11, those who allowed their houses to be used for 
meetings and those, often the same persons, who were considered 
to be the most prominent and substantial conventiclers. The cer
tificates usually enter not only their names, which themselves 
provide useful clues to further investigation, but their trades and 
occupatio11s. In this way the return can help to reconstruct a 
social picture of Nonconformity, to show not only liow active and 
strong were the Nonconformists of Leicestershire and how they 
were distributed, but what sort of people they were, rich or poor, 
townsmen or countrymen, yeomen or tradesmen, artisans or 
labourers. 

It would not, however, be correct to suggest the uses which 
this return can serve without indicating how far it is reliable. In 
the first place it deserves confidence by virtue of its source. As we 
have seen, it was not concocted by officials or agents unacquainted 
with the county, but consists of the actual evidence given by the 
parish clergy or the churchwardens, who of all men had the duty 
and certainly the greatest opportunity of understanding the opinions 
and activities of their parishioners. Those who gave this evidence 
were the persons most competent to give it-apart from the Non
conformists themselves. In administrative matters, admittedly, their 
competence cannot be rated highly. Although the instructions for 
making the enquiries are quite clear and precise, the certificates 
are often muddled and, still more often, fail to answer some of the 
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articles of inquiry. Rarely do they mention, as they are asked, 
whether the numbers increase or decrease, whether the same per
sons meet at several conventicles, or whether " they might be 
easily suppressed by the assistance of the Civil Magistrate ". The 
clergy, indeed, do not appear to have read their instructions with 
any care. But that they were guilty of sins of omission does not 
convict them of sins of commission and is not enough to impugn 
the character of the answers that they remembered to give. On 
the other hand, granted that the clergy were well equipped to 
supply trustworthy information, it does not necessarily follow that 
they did supply it or were willing to supply it. There were bound 
to be certain obvious limits to their knowledge. Even if the num
bers of those who met at conventicles were consistent, the clergy 
could hardly be expected to have estimated them accurately, and 
in fact they mostly took care to qualify their estimate with a 
cautious " about " or " near " . Still less were they likely to 
have known how many attended conventicles in other parishes 
and for that reason, perhaps, they mostly ignored that particular 
qtt.estion. On the other hand they should have been able to estimate 
roughly the numbers attending conventicles in their own parishes, 
to state their sect, and to name their ministers and principal adher
ents. Whether they did so or not might well have depended on 
their personal inclinations, so introducing an element of uncertainty 
which cannot, for the most part, be checked. Some may have 
sympathised with the Nonconformists and wished to conceal them. 
In this way a negative report does not prove conclusively that no 
conventicles were held in that parish: the borough of Leicester 
where-except for Knighton, an outlying chapel .of St. Margaret's
no Non conformist activity was reported, provides perhaps an example 
of such suppression. The same may be true of Normanton-le
Heath. For in his certificate, already quoted, the curate of Ibstock, 
John Shakespeare, reported that " the same psons that meet at 
Ibstock meet at several other places at Wellesborough Lodge 
Hugglescote and Normanton sup Heath " . The reports for Sibson, 
the parish in which Wellesborough lay, and Hugglescote bear out 
the first and second of these allegations in so far as they report 
conventicles; but at Normanton-le-Heath the report states curtly 
" Noe Conventicles within this parish ". Tfiis may have beeq an 
attempt at concealment, or it may have been that John Shakespeare 
was wrong or was deliberately trying to blacken the characters of 
those parishioners whom he had listed as Nonconformists. 

This introduces another objection, that the report of a con
venticle or a list of names does not conclusively prove that such 
a conventicle was held or that the persons so named were indeed 
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Nonconformists. Feuds with their parishioners might have tempted 
some of the clergy to blast their reputations by denouncing them 
in this way. This last objection requires more detailed 
examination, because, if maintained, it would introduce a 
large element of uncertainty into the return . To examine it fully 
would involve an investigation of other sources of evidence to an 
extent that cannot be attempted here; at the most the results of 
a few sample tests can be demonstrated. One source with which 
the return can be compared is Samuel Palmer's Nonconformists' 
Memorial. For example in the account given there of Matthew 
Clark he is said to have lived, after the Five-mile Act was passed, 
at Stoke Golding, " where he had the agreeable company of Mr 
Stephens, Mr Shuttleworth, and Mr Southwell, in his neighbour
hood ". This statement corresponds perfectly with the account 
given in the Leicester return. Examples taken from the accounts 
of other ejected ministers correspond in the same way and suggest 
that, in general, where the return mentions Nonconformist minis
ters by name ·its authority is sound'. In the case of laymen it 
is more difficult to judge, since other evidence is more rare and false 
evidence more likely. Certainly one can rule out the improbable 
chance that some names werefictions included to satisfy the ecclesi
astical authorities : most names mentioned here appear also in the 
Hearth Tax returns of I670. 6 That all the names were those of 
Nonconformists cannot be proved, but certain, at least, can be 
proved authentic from other sources. This can best be illustrated 
by a few examples. Among the Quakers reported are William 
Smith of Sileby and Edward Muggleton of Whitwick, and here 
there can be no doubt, since both were among the eight Quakers 
arrested' with George Fox at Swannington in I662. At Bagworth 
and Thornton conventicles are reported at " the houses of Nicholas 
Grundy, Geo brotherhood and Daniel Cox ": this allegation is 
supported by an entry for the same parish that appears in the 
Detection Books of the archdeaconry of Leicester, now in the City 
Museum; it is dated January I665, and records the following pre
sented for not coming to church: Nich. Grundy, Geo. Brotherhood 
and Dan. Cox. In the case of the first two this can be confirmed 
still further by the licences granted to Nicholas Grundy and Eliza
beth Brotherhood in I672 allowing them to hold meetings in their 
houses. Similar evidence supports the citation of Joseph Taylor and 
Elias Goadby among the " most considerable conventiclers " of 
Ibstock. According to the Detection Books of the Archdeaconry 
Court both were presented on I8 January 1668 for not bringing 

6Public Record Office, E 179, 240/279. 
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their children to be baptised in the parish church, and in 1672 both 
were granted licences to hold meetings in their houses. 

The next and last example is more complicated. It concerns 
the report of conventicles held at the house of Mr. Palmer in the 
parish of Sibson. The truth of this is implied by three different 
pieces of evidence. The first is found in another entry in the same 
return which has already been quoted, to the effect that the same 
persons who met at Ibstock met also at Wellesborough Lodge, a 
place that lay withil} the parish of Sibson and was the residence 
of Mr. Palmer. The second is found in the Detection Books of 
the Archdeaconry Court. In July 1670 the rector of Sibson gave 
evidence to the court that when conducting the burial service of 
Francis Shuke (who was presumably a Nonconformist), he was 
forcibly prevented by a crowd of Nonconformist ministers and 
laymen who rushed upon him and hustled him from his place: 
among them he named not only ministers like Stephens and Shuttle
wood, who appear often enough in the Leicester return, but also 
" Mr. Palmer of Wellsborough Lodge ". The third is found in 
the records of Leicestershire Quarter Sessions, where among the 
meeting houses licensed at Michaelmas 1714 appears " the 
messuage called Temple Hall ". This meeting house was at Welles
borough. This last entry suggests that Wellesborough was in fact, 
as the return alleges, a centre of dissenting worship, and tiie three 
taken together appear to vindicate the truth of the report as a 
whole, both that Palmer was a Nonconformist and that he kept 
conventicles at his house. 

These random examples cannot, admittedly, prove the sound
ness of the whole return; but the very fact that confirmation can 
be found in many cases invites greater confidence and suggests 
that wnere conventicles and the names of conventiclers are reported 
the information is on the whole 'accurate and reliable. 

The description of Leicestershire Nonconformity that can be 
derived from this return has already been attempted in some detail 
by Lyon Turner, and since the material on which he worked has 
been substantiated rather than modified by the evidence of the 
Leicester return, nothing would be gained by recapitulating it here. 
On the subjects covered by Lyon Turner's work only a few points 
require notice: beyond that it remains to suggest briefly how that 
description can be developed by means of the additional informa
tion now available. 

The return of 1669 is most disputable and least valuable when 
it is used, as Lyon Turner used it, to estimate the total number 
of Non conformists in the county. The clergy could only provide 
approximate numbers; and these cannot serve as a statistical basis 
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for calculating a total. Not only are they vague in themselves, but 
there is nothing to show how many of those who met at one con
venticle met also at others in the neighbourhood or further afield. 
The evidence given on this point by the curate of Ibstock only 
suggests the problem and cannot solve it. Merely to add together 
the numbers reported attending conventicles and to represent the 
sum as the total number of Nonconformists in Leicestershire is a 
method so faulty as .Qot to be worth attempting her,e. 

Yet in spite of their limitations the figures provided by the 
return should not be dismissed outright. Although they cannot 
provide the basis for reaching an absolute conclusion, they can 
provide a standard for comparing Leicestershire with other 
counties, the figures for which can be calculated from the Lambeth 
return in the same manner; they can also provide a standard for 
comparing one part of the county with another; and whatever their 
sta;tistical imperfections, they can indicate very roughly the 
strength or weakness of the Nonconformists. 

In comparison with other counties Leicestershire does not stand 
out as one of the strongholds of Nonconformity at this ,time like 
Somerset, but occupies a moderate position like its I).eighbours 
Nottingham and Warwick or, further away, Buckingham. It was, 
however, distinguished by the large number of ejected ministers 
reported- 23. Within the county conventicles were reported most 
frequently in the south, particularly in the deaneries of Sparkenhoe, 
Guthlaxton and Gartree: there 31 appear to have been held 
regularly, the average attendance at each conventicle being 58, sub
stantiaEy larger than the average of 32 attending the 25 conven
ticles reported in the rest of the county. The greatest concentration 
lay south of a line drawn roughly from Atherstone to Leicester 
and from Leicester to Market Harborough, the thinnest in the 
eastern uplands, where the only conventicle was that noted at 
Wli.thcote, formerly the seat of Col. Hacker. Of the different 
denominations, the Presbyterians and Independents, who in this 
county operated together, were the most numerous, being twice 
as many as the Baptists and four times as many as the Quakers. 
The strength of these first lay mostly in the south: the Baptists 
were distributed evenly: the Quakers were strongest in the northern 
half of the county. 

The numerical strength, activity and degree of organisation 
that this return reveals sufficiently justifies Archbisliop Sheldon's 
anxiety. While their temerity and confidence did not attain the 
heights recorded elsewhere, as at Bicester in Oxfordshire, where 
the Nonconformists were said to " have a Pulpit, Seats & Galleries 
erected '', they were active enough to have made a deep impression 
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on the countryside. Meetings of 50, JOO, or 200 persons were no 
small matter in places like Bitteswell, Kibworth and Market Har
borough, particularly since the majority of reports suggest that 
they were not fortuitous and secret, but held regularly and openly, 
an event of common knowledge. The congregations were not 
isolated or self-sufficient, but apparen'1:ly in touch with one another 
and often dependeut on other places for a supply of preachers. 
For example the small group of ministers at this time living near 
Stoke Golding seem to have organised a regular preaching circuit, 
Southweli being reported at six different places, Shuttlewood at 
eight, and Matthew Clark, the outstanding figure of them all, at 
no less than twelve. Their movements were not of course limited 
by the boundaries of the county. Southwell preached also at 
Fillongley in Warwickshire, William Parker of Loughborough also 
at Ravenstorie, an island of Derbyshire territory, and even a 
labourer, William Hanesworth, who ministered to the Anabaptists 
of Saddington, was reported as far away as Bakewell in Derbyshire. 
The general impression is one of activity and freedom of movement. 
In one respect, perhaps, this is a false impression; for it suggests 
too great a degree of ease and freedom. One would not guess 
from the return, for example, that Shuttlewood had been committed 
to Leicester gaol that very year for his preaching. It may well have 
been that the lapse of the first Conventicle Act in July I667 had 
encouraged this activity, but not all can be ascribed to confidence 
of impunity. Some conventicles were expressly stated to have 
first been held after that date, as at Sileby and Wymeswold: on 
the other hand the Anabaptists had met at Frolesworth '' for 
several yeares " and at Arnesby " these six yeares last past." 

A statement of numbers would not of itself suffice to indicate 
the strength of the Nonconformists, which must depend also on 
their social and economic standing. On this point the fuller infor
mation of the Leicester return can contribute to our knowledge by 
means of the lists of names and occupations tfiat it provides. These 
lists can be used to follow up information about wealth and 
property in other records, particularly the Hearth Tax returns and 
the inventories attached to wills, of which, however, only the 
former have been used for this article. 

One serious limitation to the strength of the Nonconformists 
is made clear by this return. They lacked almost entirely the 
support of the wealthy and influential persons of the county, 
unless it was that in most instances the clergy discreetly suppressed 
their names; In the return only a very small number of such names 
stand out. The most important was Arksdale Palmer of Wanlip, 
who sheltered and patronised a number of ejected ministers. 
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Although his family had only recently settled in the county, his 
father having been a merchant of London, he was a man of some 
mark, being lord of the manor of Wanlip, possessing rthe advowson 
of the parish church and owning a hall which already, before its 
rebuilding, was a substantial place assessed at 21 hearths in 1670 
and with a lodge assessed at 5 hearths. Next in order of importance 
was Jo. Palmer of Wellesborough Lodge in the western part of 
the county, who was assessed at II hearths. His activities have 
already been illustrated. Clement Needham, although assessed 
at a lower rate of 7 hearths, is of more interest. The information 
given by the rector of Rearsby that he was " a captaine in the 
late Rebellion " identifies him with the Captain Clem~nt Needham 
of Colonel Hacker's regiment and recalls the episode of George 
Fox's interview with Hacker in 1654, at which Needham was 
present.7 The only other person of any standing was John Oneby 
of Barwell, lord of the manor and assessed comfortably at 6 
hearths. He was related to the rather more important family of 
Oneby, who iived in the neighbouring town of Hinckley and who 
remafned' faithful to the church in which their monuments still 
staud. 

Although this list of important persons mentioned in the 
return is thin enough, the Nonconformists should not therefore be 
wriUen off as mean and insignificant. They did not lack respectable 
support. Half the ministers reported had at one time held livings 
or been ministerial candidates and for them, perhaps, some respect 
still subsisted, indicated here in the occasional use of " Mr." and 
"Esq.," terms then not ligfitly thrown away.s In this respect 
the Presbyterians and lnd'ependents stood higher than :the others; 
for only two of their ministers were " lay persons ". Among the 
Anabaptist ministers only Richard Adams of Mountsorrel was not 
officially a layman; the rest were yeomen, tradesmen and cra:fitsmen 
like Joseph Blythe a "poore weaver" of Arnesby. Apart from 
the ministers by no means all the lay members of the congregations 
were " of the meanest sort ". Although the parish clergy might 
easily have been tempted to estimate the quality of the conventiclers 
at the lowest level, they did, in fact, admit that a large number 
of their leading men were of an " ·ordinary ", " middle " , or 
" better " sort. Out of all the instances when tlie quality of the 
conventiclers was assessed, although 23 meetings were rated at a 
low level varying from " less substantial " to " meanest ", as 

?George Fox, Journal (ed . Penney, 19n), i, 159. 
8Biographical accounts of most of these ministers will be found in A. G. 

Matthews, Calamy Revised (1934) . 
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many as 22 were rated at a higher level from " ordinary " to 
" better " and " all sorts ".9 Altliough no exact reliance can 
be placed on these categories they at least suggest that even if 
the Nonconformists numbered few among the greater persons of 
the county they were not on that account composed only of the low
est and poorest. These categories, vague as they are, also point, as 
other evidence has pointed, to some social differences between the 
sects. Of the Presbyterians whose quality was reported three
quarters were included in the higher range of categories and in the 
lower range one quarter: among the Anabaptists these proportions 
were exactly reversed: the Quakers were divided equally between 
each level. 

More precise or detailed information about the social quality 
of the conventiclers in general cannot be obtained' from the return. 
In its references to their leading men and to those who offered 
their houses or buildings for meetings the return is more explicit . 
. Although these further details do not provide a very sure base 
for generalisation because they refer to so small a proportion
the more prominent and possibly the more substantial of the Non
conformists-and because their selection was bound to be haphazard, 
varying from parish to parish, they do at least provide some inter
esting hints . In all some 60 such persons are mentioned by name 
and their status or occupartion noted. Of these a third are rated 
as husbandmen, a sixth as yeomen, and only six can be counted 
as gent;emen. The rest are labourers, craftsmen and tradesmen, 
such as wheelwrights, shoemakers, bakers. 10 These descriptions 
show not merely what is already apparent, that the Nonconformists 
were not represented among the nobility and hardly among the 
gentry of the county; they show, as has been suggested before, 
that they were by no means unrepresented among the upper levels 
of village society. This modestly substantial element was not 
confined to the small villages. For example in the return for 
Hinckley Robert Paule, William Venable, William Brooks are 
named' as conventiclers. A further search reveals that they also 
appear among those townsmen who acquired the manorial rights 
of Hinckley and among the trustees of the greater and lesser feoff..: 
ments, persons undoubtedly of some . importance m tliat 
community .11 

This impression that at least a certain number of the leading 
Nonconformists were men of local worth and respectability is 

9See · Table A in Appendix I. 
IOSee Table B in Appendix I. 
11Nichols, History of Leicestershire, iv, 699. 
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supported by the evidence of the Hearth Tax returns. Although 
once more the evidence does not go very far, it indicates whether 
persons were poor (since they would be discharged from paymenlt), 
rich, or of an ordinary moderate substance. In this respect it con
firms the conclusion that the " most considerable conventiclers " 
noted by the. parish clergy did not belong to the lower levels of 
village society, among the many returned by the assessorn as 
" discharged by legal certificate ". For the most part they appear 
in the ordinary levels of assessment. Of the persons menrt:ioned in 
the Leicester return 68 can be recognized in the Hearth Tax return 
of 1670. 55 of them were assessed at the most common rate 
(among those who were not discharged) of one, two or three 
hearths. Of the others ro were assessed at between four and 
seven hearths, two much higher, and one, although rated at one 
hearth, was discharged. 12 

These figures also support the impression that among the Non
conformists themselves the sects were distinguished by some social 
differences . The leading Presbyterians and Independents were in 
general assessed more highly than the leading Anabaptists and 
Quakers. They account for all but one of those assessed above 
three hearths and of the 14 assessed at .three hearths they account 
for II. The evidence of status and occupation points to the same 
conclusion. Roughly a third of the Presbyterians named were 
classed as yeomen and another third as husbandmen. Only one 
of the 20 Anabaptists was a yeoman or farmer, five were husband
men. The Anabaptists and Quakers each contained a greater 
proportion of craftsmen and tradesmen. 

Such differences were not perhaps of great importance, cer
tainly not to the rulers of the county and the country; and the 
evidence for them is too weak and uncertain to allow these con
clusions to . be considered more than modest suggestions. More 
clearly and centainly the evidence shows how mistaken it would 
be to regard the Nonconformists as a class apart, to imagine that 
they were confined' to any particular social group. Although exclu
ded almost entirely from the ranks of the nobility and genltry of 
the county, below that level the Nonconformists were, according 
to the evidence here, representative of all groups and classes of 
society. The congrega<tions of their meeting houses consiste,d of 
the same sorts of persons as those who attended only the parish 
church. At Ibstock Church the curate John Shakespeare would 
have seen just such "a mixt multitude of all sorts" as in the same 
parish received the ministrations of Matthew Clark: the yeomen, 
husbandmen, craftsmen, tradesmen, labourers, who formed, except 
for the upper levels, a local microcosm of Leicestershire society. 

12See Table C in Appendix I . 
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Appendix I 
Note: In. this appendix the following abbreviations have been 

used: P=Presbyterians and Independents; A=Anabap
tists; Q=Quakers. 

Table A 
Quality of Conventiclers reported in the Leicester Return. 13 

Meanest 
Meaner 
Mean 
Inferior 
Poorer 
Vulgar 
Less Substantiai 
Ordinary 
Husbandmen & Yeomen ... 
Middle 
Better 
All Sorts 

Table B 

p A Q 

4 

3 

5 
3 
2 

2 

5 
I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Status and Occupations of Conventiclers reported in the 
Leicester Return. 

Labourers .. . 
Shepherds .. . 
Husbandmen 
Farmers 
Yeomen 
Bakers 
Butchers 
Carpenters 
Chandlers 
Ironmongers 
Mercers 
Millers 
Shoemakers 
Smiths 
Tailors 
Weavers 
Wheelwrights 
Gentlemen 

p 

IO 

I 

8 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

A 
3 
I 

5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

Q 

4 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

13The figures in this table refer to conventicles, not persons: they are 
designed to show the average quality of those attending. 
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Assessments in the Hearth Tax Return of 1670 of Conventiclers 
mentioned in the Leicester Return. 

Table C 

Number of Hearths p A Q 
r (discharged) I 

I IO 6 2 

2 IO 7 6 
3 II 2 I 

4 5 
5 3 
6 I 

7 I 

II I 

2I I 

Appendix II 

NOTE. Tfie following signs have been used in the document 
printed below: 

Square Brackets. Words enclosed in square brackets are those 
missing from the torn and damaged pages of the Leicester 
return but supplied' where possible from the similar 
return from the archdeaconry of Buckingham also pre
served at Lincoln. 

Diamond Brackets. Figures added in diamond brackets after 
names mentioned in the texit indicate the number of 
hearths at which these persons were assessed in 1670. 
These figures do not, of course, appear in the original 
return. 

Blank Spaces. Where the MS. is torn and illegible the fact has 
been indicated by a blank space in the type. The number 
of words missing at each poinlt has not been indicated, 
but in the certificates themselves it is at no point more 
than two or three. 

LEICESTERSHIRE CERTIFLCATES OONCERNING 
CONVENTICLES 1669 

r. The Archbishop of Canterbury to the Bishop of London. 

[Right Reverend and my very good Lord, After my hearty 
Commendations etc. your Ld:pps I pr:sume as well I, is on ·all 
hand's alarmed by continuaie reports . of the frequency of open 
conventicles and unlawful meetings of those who under a p'tence 
of Religion and the Worpp of God seperate from the unity and 
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uniformity of Gods service, to the great offence of all and feare 
of his Maties : most faithful subjects who love and Truly Endeavor: 
the Peace and Prosperity of the Church and state-yor Ld:pp if 
I mistake not was pr:sent when his Matie: speaking much against 
these disorderly meetings and expressing an Indignation against 
all Reports of him as if he either favoured or connived at them 
was pleased (aftr: he had layd some Blame upon the Bpps for 
want of care in this affaire) to declare that henceforward they 
should not want the assistance of the Civill Magistrate to suppress 
them, inasmuch that if hereaftr: any · Bpp shall complaine to any 
Justice and Require his help, if such Justice does not his dusty 
therein, Then lett the Bpp certifye that his Matie: may know who 
they are that neglect his service. Now my Lord, that you and I 
and the Rest of our Brethren may discharge ourselves in our duty 
I have thought fitt to desire & require of you and them (what I 
Intend to doe in my ow11e pt:iculer Diocese) that by the assistance 
of the Deanes ( especially such as hav€ Jurisdiction) Archdeacons 
& Chancellors: Officials & all and every yor: pochiall ministers 
parsons vicars & Cura,tes & by all persons and' means you best 
cann, you will make speedy Enquiry wthin yor: respective 
Dioceses, As well in ,peculiers of my Jurisdiction or any othr: 
Bpps & ail places exempt as those of your proper Charge and 
Jurisdiction. 

r What and how many Conventicles or unlawfull Assemblyes 
or Church-Meetings are held in every Town and parish. 

2 What are the numbers that usually meete at them. 

3 Of what Condicion J or sorit of people [ they consist. 

4 Who are] theire Ministers, Teachers, Heads oi: Governors. 

[5:6 What] authority they pt:end for theire meetings and from 
whom and upon what [hopes they looke for Impunity. 

When you] ,finde any such Conventicles [if you] cannot by 
[yor: owne power] and authority [hinder them, you and your 
Officers are to repay.re to J the next justice or justices and if tliey 
faile to assist you it will be your [part to certifye theire neglect, 
wch: if] at any time there shall bee cause to doe bee sure your 
Certificates bee upon good [ & true grounds, such as may all 
eviden J tly bee proved that there may bee nothing faileing when wee 
ex[pect] redresses. And now my Lord what I have given you [in 
Instructions as] for your self [in this matter, I desire that afitr: the] 
usuall manner by your letter in my stead (which I hereby require 
your Lordship to send forthwitb) [you will give the same Instruc
tions] to all the rest of my Brethren the Bishopps of my province 
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(together with [a Copy of this letter to each] Bishop for theire 
better direction) willing and requiring them to make theire enquiries 
dillige[ntly & wth all speed] to returne them faithfully to your 
Lordship that from your Lordships hands I may receive them 
altogether [ and wee may then J advise what is further to be done in 
the case and so I bid your Lordship heartily farewell and rest. 

[My Lord] 
Your Lordships very affection [ ate friend & 

Brother] 
Gilb: Cant. 

[Lambeth House 
June 8 1669.J 

My Lord, 

To the enquiries about Conventicles (in the body of this letter 
sett dowqe) I thinke fitt that [these two following bee] added and I 
desire that together with he rest they may bee enquired into viz: 
whither the same [persons doe not meete J at severall Conventicles 
which will make them seeme more numerous than indeed they are 
and [ whetlier you doe not thinke J they might bee easily supprest 
by the assistance of the Civill Magistrate the greatest part [ of them, 
as I heare, being] woemen and children and inconsiderable persons. 

To tiie Rt. Reverend Father in God the Ld Bishopp of 
L[ondon.J 

2. The Bishop of London to the Bvshop of Lincoln. 

Right Reverend and my very good Ld: 

This enclosed is a copie of the letter wh: his Grace the Ld: 
ArchBipp. of Canterbury dir[ected unto me wherein I receive] 
instructions for the discovery and suppressing of Conventicles and 
unlawful Assemblies under p'tences [ of Religion and worshipp of 
God] within my diocese & I am putt in minde what care and 
diligence is expeoted from mee in the disc[harge of this duty, and 
what is] required of mee is required of your Ldp in yor: diocese 
in tlie same manner. And this enclosed gives yo[ur Ld:pp the 
same directions by wch I am J to governe my selfe. The peculiar 
orders given to mee is to transmitt these instructions to your 
L [ d :pp as allsoe to the rest of our Brethren J wthin the province of 
Canterbury. I further pray yor Lorp imediately upon the receipt 
of this my letter [to give mee notice that it] came to your hands. 
And yor Lorp must not faile after you have made yor enquiries to 
returne them [faithfully unto me that I] may give an Accompt 



NONCONFORMISTS IN LEICESTERSHIRE IN 1669 I l 9 

thereof to his Grace. I commend yor Lorp to the favor and provi
dence of God [and rest] yor Ld:pps very affectionate Brother [and 
servant] 

Humfr London. 
[Fulham JUne ro 1669.J 

To the Rt: Reverend Father in God the Ld: Bip of Lincoln at 
Lincoln These [p'sent] 

3. The Bishop of Lincoln to his Archdeacons. 

[Mr. Archdeacon, I have herewth: serit you the copyes of two 
Lrs .. the one from my Lds Grace of Cant to my Ld Bpp of London 
The other from my Lord of London to my selfe, wch you see I am 
to Comunicate to you, to the intent, that both I and you followeing 
the direcions therein menconed may (with Gods blessing) effectu
ally performe the duty Incumbent upon us, to the benefit both of the 
Church and the Kingdome, I hope I shall not neede ,to speake 
anything to encourage or enioigne you to bee sedulous Just and 
expedite in this matter of soe great Concernmt: for you have both 
the Kings & my Lds Graces comands for it. And Truly if I finde 
any of your officers in the les<t negligent, I shall Judge and Represent 
him or them as fa vouringe the offenders and Contemners of his 
Maties Gracious Comands. In pursuance therefore of the End 
whereunto these Comands doe tend I think it fitt 
I When you enquire what and how many Conventicles or unlawful] 
Assemblyes or Church-meetings are held in every Town and parish, 
that you require every minister in your Jurisdiction to give you an 
Accompt alsoe att whose home or outhouse barne or other place such 
Conventicles are kept, And how long they have bin soe kept. 
2 When you enquire what are the numbers <that usually meete at 
these Conventicles be informed whether those numbers doe att prsent 
either increase or decrease. 
3 When you enquire of what Condicion or sort of people those 
unlawfull meetings doe consist, you allsoe Enquire the names of 
those Co:qventiclers who are of the better quality wth the place of 
theire abode. 
4. When you Enq]uire wh[o are theire ministers, teachers, heads or 
governor, Require besides the names of 1theire preachers of] what 
sort they are and if [he bee an eject]ed minister the name of the 
[towne or parish where he former]ly did officiate if it can bee found 
out. 
[5.6. As for the 5 a]nd 6 Inquiries they are so clear that there 
needs noe further explanat[ion or direcion. 
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I have noe m Jore to desire or require of you but that you presse 
each minister for [ as speedy an Accompt as they can ma J ke and 
that the Accompt wh: you shall receive from them you transmitt 
to [mee upon ithe receipt whereof I shall] (by ye Grace of God) doe 
that wch: belongs to my duety and place. Thus committing you to 
the Protection of Almightie God I rest 

Your Very affectionate Freind and Brother 

Guil: Lincoln. 
[June 14 1669 

For ye Revd Dr 
Archdeacon of] 

4. The Archdeacon of Leicester to his Clergy . 

heire 
twoo hundred and ffourscore Coppies of ,these ere 
transcribed one of the said Coppies left with the Minister of 

Archdeaconry of Leicester to direct him in making his 
Certificate to inquire 

My Lords Grace of Canterbury his directions to the Clergy for 
the Inquiry and' Certificate concerning Conventicles. 

1 What and how many Conventicles or unlawfull Assemblies 
or Church meetings are held in every Towne and Parish. 

2 What are the numbers that usually meet at them. 

3 Of what condition or sort of people they consist. 

4 Who are their Ministers Teachers Heads or Governors. 

5.6 What authority doe they ptend for theire meeteings and 
from whome and upon what hopes they looke for impunity. 

7 Whether the same persons do not meete at sevall Conven
ticles which make them seem more numerous than· indeed 
they are. Whether they may Qot bee easily supprest by the 
assisfance of the Civil! Magistrate & whether the greatest 
part of them bee not en & children and inconsiderable 
persons. 

My Lord Bp: of Lincolnes directions for his Archdeacon of 
Leicester to his Clergy concerneing this Inquiry. 

1 When you inquire what and how many Col}venticles or 
unlawfull Assemblies or Churchmeetings are held in every 
Towne and Parish that you require every Minister in yo: 
jurisdiction to give you an Accompt also ,at whose house 
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or outhouse barn or other place such Conventicles are kept 
and how long they have bin so kept. 

2 When you inquire what are the numbers that usually meet 
at these Conventicles bee informed whether those numbers 
doe at present either increase or decrease. 

3 When you inquire who are theire Ministers Teachers Heads 
or Governors Require besides ,the names of theire Preachers 
of what sort they are and if hee bee an ejected Minister the 
name of the Towne or Parish where hee formerly' did offici
ate if it can bee found out. 

4 When you inquire of what condicion or sort of people these 
unlawfull meetings doe consist you also require the names 
of those Conventiclers who are of the better quality with the 
place of theire aboade. 

5 & 6 As for the 5 & 6 inquiries they are so clear that there neede 
noe further explanation or direction. 

7 & 8 As also the 7th & 8th. 

W £foster offic: Archi: Archinat: Leicester. 

5. The Certi1icates. 

Ashby de la 
Z9uch 

Blackford by 

Breedon cu 
membris 

Belton 

Barrow super 
Soare 

BjrstaH 

A kely Deanery. 
Certificate of the Clergy concerning Con

venticles taken at the visitation of Doctor 
Owtram Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry of 
Leier held in St. Martin's Church Leier upon 
Wednesday ye 13th day of October Ao Dom 
1669 by William £foster Batclielour of Lawes 
officiall of the said archdeacon. 

Noe conventicle in. this parish. 
Alex: Jones Vic: of Ashby de la Zouch. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Alex: Jones Vic: 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John Smith Curaite. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Edward' Johnson, Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicle w,ithin this parish. 
Theophilus Tompson Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Jo: Jones vicar. 
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Coleortou 

Castle 
Dunnington 

Diseworth 

Dishley and 
Thorpe Ackre 

Hatheme 

Kegworth 

Lockington cum 
Remington 

Loughborough · 

Mountsorrill 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Gawin Walker Churchwarden. 

One Co11venticle of Anabaptists about 80 in 
number consisting of the meanest sort of people 
most of them women & children they usually 
meeting at the dwelling house & Barne of John 
Pim <r> husbandman on Sunday of 
divine service and lately in ye night King 
of Coventry Ellias Boyar of Raunston yeomn: 
b theire teachers theire heads of them 
unknown e. 

John Beardsly Vic: ibid: 

Noe Conventicle withi11 this parish. 
The marke of Laurence Gedd Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Autonie Page Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicle within: this parish. 
Tho: Allsopp Rector ibid. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John Edwards curate. 

A meeting of Quakers within this parish at 
the day dwelling house of Wm: Howett Butcher 
<r> they usually meet on the weekes day but 
vei;:ie uncertaine at what time theire numbers 
about ten theire teachers verie uncertaine and 
not knowne theire meeting consists of ordinary 
people their heads unknown sometimes they are 
silent at theire sd meeting. 

William Coleborne Vic: 

One Conventicle of Anabaptists about 30 
consisting of a meaner sort of people their 
Teachers Wm Parker 

Three Conventicles in this parish one of 
Anabaptists and the other Independent & 
ye other of Quakers the number of Anabaptists 
about 80 & of In about 50 and the 
other about 40 all of them consisting of the better 
sort of people teachers of Anabaptists 
Adams gent <3) teacher of ye Independents 
Edw: Smith yeom: <z> teacher of ye Quakers 
not Thomas Jackson curate. 
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Osgathorpe 
Oneleape 

[Wanlip] 

Peckington 

Snibston 

Quorndon 

Seale upper cu 
membris 

Seale inferior 

Swebstone cu 
membris cu 
capella de 
Snareston 

Sheapshead 

Stanton Harold 

Thurcaston cu 
Crapston et 
Anstey 

[Isle]y Walton 

Whatton Longa 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
One Convt!nticle withiu this parish theire 

sort unknowne theire numbers about Tw 
or thirty consisting of the better sort of people 
and usually meet on the weeke dayes at the 
house of Arksdale Palmer Esq <2I) theire 
teachers & heads being Mr. Campion an 
ejected minister Mr. Wood an ejected 
minister Mr. James an ejected minister 
Mr. Bagshaw an ejected minister the 
place of their habitation unkn with severall 
,others. 

Gilb: Woodward Minister of Onelip. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of John Kidger 
The marke of Thomas Parker 

Churchwardens 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Richard Brup Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Thomas Jackson 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
The marke of Edward Greene 

The marke of John Stanley 
Churchwardens 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
John Geary Rect. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
John Alt 

John Smalley Churchwardens 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
The marke of Charles Wilkins Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Robert Alfounder Rector. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John Meley Churchwarden. 

Noe conventicle within this parish 
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W orfhington 

Whitwicke 

Woodhouse 

St. Martins 
in Leier: 

St. Maries 
in Leier: 

St. Nicholas 
in Leier: 

All Sai11ts 
in Leier: 

St. Margarets 
in Leier: cu 
Capella de 
Knighton 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
William Deanesley Churchwarden. 

One Conventicle within this parish of 
Quakers theire number about twenty consisting 
of husbandmen and yeomen theire teachers 
being not knowne theire heads bei11g Edward 
Muckleton husbandman George Powers hus
bandman and George Power wheelewright they 
usually meet at the dwelling home of the said 
Edward Muckleton on the Sundayes and other 
weeke dayes. 

Robert Keightley Parisioner. 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

The marke of William Stables 
The marke of Thomas Roobwotham 

Churchwardens 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

The marke of John Hall 
John Goodall 

Churchwardens. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Tobias Bond vicar. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Tobias Bond vicar. 

Noe conventicle lately held wthin this patish 
to my knowledge or that I tan heare of. 

William Coltman vicar. 

Three conventicles at Knighton two of Ana
baptists & one of Quakers either of the said 
meetings about ffo11ty in number consisting of 
the inferior sort of people Wm Jug Wm Mugg 
and ffarmer of Kilby and Wm Wells jun teachers 
to the Anabaptists · and Wm Christian of Leic. 
teacher to the Quakers. 

Tho: Stanhope Vic 
W. ffoster Archi: Leier offic: 

Sparkenoe Deanery. 

Certificate of ,the Clergy concerning Con
venticles take.11 at the visitation of Doctor Ow
tram Archdeacon of ye Archdeaconry of Leier: 
held in St. Martins Church Leic upon Wednes-
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day ye 13th day of October Ao Dom 1660 by 
WiEm ffoster Batchelor of Lawes Official of the 
said Archdeacon. 

Appleby 

Barwell 

Market 
Bosworth 

Bagworth & 
Thornton 

Barleston 

Cadeby 

Carleton 

Congeston 

Dadlington 

Draiton feney 

The Minister beiIJg sicke the Churchwardens 
certifie yt tfiere is noe conventicle within this 
parish. 

Samual Torrell 
John Hunt 

Churchwardens 

Several Conventicles have been of great 
numbers of people of all sorts held togetfier in 
M.r:, John Onebie <6> & Mr. Willm Pagets <3> 
houses the preachers usually Mr. Mathew Clarke 
and Mr. Shuttlewood both of Stoke Golding two 
ejected ministers and sometimes Mr. 
Biggs of Earleshilton a labouriqg man 
who give no reason of ,the authority they prtend 
for such meetings. The same psons goe to sev
eral meetings wh might easily suppressed by the 
Civill magistrate. 

J. Graserne Curate. 
q: vi: capell: 

Two unlawful assemblies consisting of 
Presbiterians and, Anabaptists the number 
uncertaine Geo. Brotherhood teacher to rf:he 
Anabaptists, not knowue who is teacher to the 
Presbiterians they usually meet at the houses of 
Nicholas Grundy <3> Geo: Brotherhood14 & 
Daniel Cox <1>. 
capella infra pchiam Market Bosworth q: ex: 
parodiia. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John Ward Rector Ecclsa ibidem. 

capella infra pchia Market Bosworth. 

capella infra parochia Hinkley : q : Hinkley. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Robert Rowne. 

14Widow Brotherhood was assessed at r Hearth in 1670 and discharged by 
legal certificate. 
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Earle Shilton 

Heather 

Higham 

Hinckley 

Hucklescote cu 
Dunington 

lbstock 

Two Conventicles within this parish one of 
Presbiterians & an other Anabaptists 
either of them consisting of about 50 in number 
of the meaner sovt of people Mr. Math: Clarke 
being teacher to the Presbiterians & the other 
teacher unknown. 

James Chamberlaine Curate. 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

Jonath. Say Rector ibi: 
Noe conventicles within this parish. 

William Sheerman Rector ibid. 

One Conventicle of Presbiterians usually 
held on every Sunday in the afternoon at the 
dwelling of Samuel Ward <s> itheire numbers 
about twenty Mr. Nathaniel Stevens formerly 
minister of ffeney draiton now ejected being 
theire preacher consisting of an ordinary sort 
of people theire heads being Rob: Paule yeoman 
<4> Wm: Venable yeom: <2> Wm: Brooks 
yeom: (4) T: Robinson yeom: <2> John Robin
son jun (r) Alex Loosbie yeom: <2> ffra: 
Thompson Marmaduke15 Ralph Robinson · 
sen <r> Ralph Robinson jun <r> John Hurst 
jun <2> Wth severall others. 

Nailer Vicar. 

One Conventicle of Presbiterians theire 
numbers about fforty consisting of ordinary 
people theire teachers Mr. Smith who was 
formerly minister of Packington and' Mr. 
Clarke formerly hee officiated at Narborough 

Mr. Bee who did formerly officiate at 
Hanbury and are ejected for non subscription 
since the happy resitauration & one Mr. 
Crosse an ejected minister Mr. Drayton & Mr. 
Hocraft of them ejected ministers. 

Robert Hall Churchwarden. 

There have been many Conventicles of pres
biterians and all sorts within this parish about ro 
in number at the houses of Joseph Taylor 
Wheelwright <2> Elias Goadby mercer <r> 
John Husband (r) and John Erpe of Ibstock 

15Perhaps Marmaduke Stanley, assessed at I Hearth in 1670. 
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<r) the resorters to these meetings a mixt 
multitude of all sorts, the teachers Mr. Willm 
Smith ejected out of Packington Mr. Matthew 
Clarke ejected out of Narborough Mr. Shuttle• 
wood ejected out of Raunston in. Derbyshire Mr. 
Drayton and others the numbers rather increase 
than decrease. 

Kirkby 
Mallory 

Markfield 

Nelston 

Newbold 
Verdon 

Normanton sup 
Heath Norton 
juxta 
Twycross 

Orton super 
Montem 

Peckleton 

Ratcliffe 
Culey 

Sheepy Magna 

Tho: 
Ibstock name of the most considerable 
Conventiclers. John Payibodie husbandman 
<2) Joseph Taylor Wheelwright <2) Elias 
Goadby mercer <r> John Erpe a Smithe <r> 
Thomas E.cpe a Taylor John Belcher husband
men <r> Tho: Padgett yeoman <s> James Swin
field husbandman <r> all of Ibstock Samuell 
Barnes <r> dwelling in the parish Thomas 
Copshon of Ibstock yeoman <4). The same 
psons tha,t meet at Ibstock meet at severall 
other places, at Wellesborough lodge, Ruggles· 
cote & Normanton sup Heath. 

John Shakespeare Curate of Iostock. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Robert. Pane Rectr ibid.16 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Will: Purefoy Rector. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Jo: Pole Rector. 

capella infra pochia Nortoq. 
Noe conventicles within this psh. 

John Greene his marke gard. 

Noe Conventicles within this psh. 
Robert Cort. 

Noe Conventicles within this parish. 
Rector. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
George Kent Rector de Sheepy Magna. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
George Kent Rector de Sheepy Magna. 

16In the original document the entry for Kirby Mallory appears in the 
middle of that for Ibstock. · 
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Sibbeston A Presbiterian Independent and Anabap-

Shakers ton 
Stoke Golding 

Shenton 
Stapleton 

Sutton Chewell 

Thornton cum 
Bagworth 

Twycrosse 

Witherley 

17Fillongley. 

tisticall Conventicle usually held together a,t the 
house of Mr. Palmer <rr> uppon the 
Sundayes & weeke dayes 40 meeters at the least 
the preachers are usually Mr. Meade an ejected 
Minister from Stepney near London, Mr. 
Matthew Clarke formerly of Narborrow. 

Samuel Hall. 

Mr. Mathew Clarke a minister ejected out of 
Narborrow and Mr. Shuttlewood <2> a minister 
ejected out of Raunston i11 the county of Derby 
did ordinarily preach at conventicles at the 
houses of the sd Mr. Mathew Clarke <3> 
or Mis Abigail Jones about 200 meeters other 
ejected ministers have come amongst them Mr. 
Wilson of Atherston Mr. Brooke of ffineley17 

Com. W'arwick & Mr. Leadbeater ejected out of 
Hinkley & Mr. Southwell of dadlington. 
capeJa infra parochia Market Bosworth. 

infra parocpia Barwell q: 

in parochia Market Bosworth. 

q : Bagworth. 

capella infra pochia Norton : q: Norton. 

011e conventicle lately kept in the night of 
presbyterians in the house of John King <3> who 
wth his wife have stood excommunicate sixe 
yeares at wh meeting there was a considerable 
number of persons amongst wh were Hugh 
Kiffe <3> & Anne his wife, the speaker was an 
ejected minister his name & place of aboade not 
knowne. About 40 meeters of the middle sort of 
people. 

William Bucknall Rector 
W. ffoster Archin: Leicest: off: 

Gartree Deanery. 

Certificate of the clergy concerning Con
venticles taken at the visitation of Doctor 
Owtram Archdeacon of ye Archdeaconry of 
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Bringhurst cu 
Drayton 

Billesdon 

Bmiton Over: 

Burrough super 
Montem 

Bowden Magna 

Carlton 
Curlieu 

Cranehoe 

ffoxton 

Glen Magna 

ffleckney 

Glowston 

Leier: held in St. Martin's Church Leic 
October Ao Dom 1669 by Willm £foster Bat
chelor of Lawes Official of the said Archdeacon. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Willm Coles Vic: 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Henry Burdett Rector. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Henry Burrough Rector. 

One conventicle of Presbiterians consisting 
of the better sort of people about two· hundred 
meeters Mr. Matt: Clarke ejected out of ye Rec
tory of Narborrow, Shuttlewood an ejected 
minister out of the Recty of Raunston in Derb
ish: Mr. Southall an ejected minister Mr. Kestion 
<s> ejected out of Gumley Mr. Langdall form
erly curate of Bowden being theire teachers 
they usuall meete at ye dwelling house of Mr. 
Smith <4> or John Teeton gent <3). 

Joseph Grey Curate ib: 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
William Roberts Rector. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Caleb Howton Curate. 

One conventicle of Presbiterians of about 
twenty in number consisting of the meaner sort 
Mr. Wilson ejected out of ffoxton vie. for non 
subscription being theire teacher they usually 
meet at ye house of Wm Chapman Baker and 
John Lewis <3) former a captaine in Cromwell's 
army on Sunday in ye Time of divine service. 

John Perkins vie. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Saml Knightley vie. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Will Buckley curat. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Sonesby rector. 
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Gumley Noe Conventicle within this parish. 

Husbands 
Bosworth 

Halloughton 

Blaston 

Horningiiold 

Houghton sup. 
Montera 

Harborough 

St. Mary in 
Arden 

Knawston 

Lubenham 

Langton 

18Browning. 

Theop. Burdett Reotr. 
Noe Conventicle within this parish. 

Stephen Peck parishioner. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Andrew Butler 

Mountjoy Cr.adocke 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Rtors. 

Mountjoy Cradocke Cur. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Thomas Sharpe 
The marke of Edward Palmer 

Churchwardens. 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

John Cave Rector. 

Two Conventicles i of Quakers about 20 of 
the meaner sort they usually meet at ye dwelling 
houses of Goffe spinster & Macker
ness Baker (z> burl: who theire preachers we 
cannot say: ye other of Presbiterians & Inde
pendents consisting of a middle sort about roo 
in number Mr. Clarke formerly chaplaine to 
Cornell Hacker Tho: Langdaile ejected out of ye 

of Bowden Brudening18 an 
ejected minister Shutlewood of Raunston in 
darbiesh : being their teachers. 

Johu Berry minister. 
is united to Harborough aforesaid. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John ffreer Rect. 

One conventicle of Anabaptists consisting 
of the meaner sort about in number 
Hen. Hartshorne husbandman being their 
teacher they usually at the dwelling 
house of ye said Hartshorne (z> on Sundayes in 
time of divine service. 

John Perkins vie. 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

William Wright Churchwardem1 
Anthony Ward 
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Thorpe 
Langton 

Tur Langton 

Lawton 

Medbourne 

Mowsley 

Norton juxta 
Galby 

Galby 

Owston 

Prickwell 

Stockerston 

Slawston 

Stanton Wyvell 

Shackton 

Saddington 

Scraptoft 

Noe conventicle within this chappellry. 
William Smith Churchwarden 

Noe conventicle within this chappellry. 
Meartin Toulbis churchwarden 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Ed: Rawlins Rtr ibidem 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Robert Carter Churchwardens. 
John Innocent 

Noe Conventicle within this chappellrie. 
Tho: Langham Parishioner 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Tho: Riddington Vic. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
William Warner 
The marke of 
William davie Churchwardens 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Edward Saunder vie. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Thomas Bricknoe Churchwarden 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Richard Alunn Rect. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Melross Curate 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Joseph Rector 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of William Groocock 

Churchwarden. 

Two conventicles i of Anabaptists about 
40 of an ol'dinary sort Wm Hanesworth of 
West Lang,ton labourer Joseph Blithe of Arnes
bie weaver Hen: Hartshorne of Lubnam yeo: 
their teachers ye o:her of Presbyterians and 
Independents about 30 in number of an ordin
ary sort of people their Teacher knowne to bee 
an ejected minister, but his name not knowne. 

Noe Conventicle within . this parish. 
Robert Lewis vie. ibid. 
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Theddingworth 

Thurnby 

Welnam 

Wistow 

Kibworth 

Ailston 

Amesby 

A Conventicle of Presby,terians & Inde
pendents consisting of a meaner sort of people 
about 50 in number Mr. Matt. Clarke formerly 
Chaplaine to Colonall Hacker Southam an 
ejected minister Shutlewood an ejected minister 
being theire teachers they usually meet at ye 
dwelling houses of John Cave husbandman (2) 
& Edw. Marston husbandman. 

Tho: Jenkyn vie. ibid. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Walter Bromesgrave Vic. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Richard ffreeman 

Churchwarden. 

i conventicle of Presbyterians & Indepen
dents consisting of a midle sort of people about 
200 in number Mr. Math: Clarke & 
Shutlewood & ffarmer fmsbandman of 
Kilby being theire teachers as alsoe Southman 
an ejected minister they usually meet at the 
houses of Isaac Davinport jun Wm Johnson 
husbandman Wm Jordan husbandman on 
Sundayes sometimes on the week dayes. 

Robt. Edwards Rr. 
Wm ffoster Arch. Leier. offic. 

Guthlakston Deanery. 

Certificate of the Clergy concerning Con
venticles taken at the visitation of Doctor 
Owtram Archdeacon of ye Archdeaconry of 
Leier held i.Q St. Martin's Church Leier upon 
Thursday ye I4th day of Octobr Ao Dom I669 
by Willm ffoster Batchelor of Lawes official 
of the said' Archdeacon. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Henry Fletcher Churchwardens 

The marke of Thomas Fox 

A Conventicle of Anabaptists usually held 
on Sunday since these six yeares last past at 
the house of Joseph Blytlie a poore weaver 
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Ashby Magna 

Ashby Parva 

Aston 
fflamvill 

Broughton 
Astley 

Bitteswell 

Bruntingthorpe 

Blaby CU 

Coun tisthorpe 

theire teacher one Richard ffarmer of Kilby yeo
man another Teacher about 20 of the meanest 
sort of people and p Tradesmen. 

Ezech: Sm1th vie. 

A Conventicle of presbiterians or indepen
dents is usually kept & unlawfull assemblies 
also by Mr. Matthew Clarke an ejected minister 
sometimes Rector of Narborough Mr. Southam 
Mr. Shuttlewood both ejected ministers as I 
have credibly heard & do on Sundaies & other 
daies and' nights in pticular at Edward Pratt 
Mathew Hubbard husbandman <3) 
houses the number about rno of all sorts of 
psons most whose children and 
are by them and not at the pish church baptized. 

Thomas Mason vie. 

One Conventicle of Anabaptists consisting 
of the poorer sort of people about twenty in 
number Tho: Morris husbandman being theire 
teacher they usually meete on Sunday at the 
dwelling house of Roger Norman <2) an 
excommunicate person. 

Samuel Stiles Rect. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Richard Pole curate. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
W. Cotton Rector ibid. 

a presbiterian or independent Conventicle 
held about halfe a yeares since at the house of 
one Thomas Gill husbandman ,the number neare 
an hundred of the middle sort of people one 
Southam dwelling at Stoake preacher formerly 
an ejected minister. 

Geo. Castell Vicar of Bitteswell. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Edward Penton Rector ibid. 

an anabaptisticall meeting held at John 
ffoxon's <2) house in Blaby & at the house of 
Wm Carver Taylor of the meaner sort of 
people about 4oty in number by one £farmer a 
lay pson dwelling at Kilby. 

Daniel Frowey Curate de ibid. 
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Claybrooke 

Cottesbatch 

Catthorpe 

Cosby 

Croft 

Desford 

Dunton Bassett 

Enderby cum 
Whetston 

Elmesthorpe 

ffrolesworth 

No conventicle but one about halfe a yeare 
since. 

Eli: Stockton Curate. 

No conventicle within this parish. 
In the absence of the minister he being sicke 

John Churchwarden. 

A presbiterian or independent conventicle 
held on Sundaies in the afternoone frequently 
at the house of Mr. Joseph Lee <3) in the said 
pish being an ejected minister from Cottesbitch 
in Leicshire of the meaner sort of people number 
I2 or I4. 

William Deane Rector ibid. 

Conventicle of Quakers once at one Bodi
cotts house an excoicate pson. 

· Eli: Stockton Curate. 

No conventicle within this parish. 
Daniel Frowey Rector ibid. 

certified in writing as upon the file he being 
sicke. 

No conventicle within this parish. 
Daniel Frowey Vicar. 

An anabaptisticall meeting usually held at 
Wm Bodicotts house labourer <2) in Whetston 
in number about 20 or 3otie one Cave a Taylor 
of Coun.tisthorpe & one Kitchin of Lutterworth 
an ironmonger theire Teachers and a presbi
terian conventicle held by Mr. Matthew Clarke 
ejected from Narborough heire at Whetstone at 
the house of Edward Brooks & theire at 
Widdow Smithes house in Enderby the number 
of the hearers of the middle sort of psons about 
4otie. 

John Ludlam Vicar 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 

An anabaptisticall meeting for several 
yeares held at house of Thomas Townsend <2) 
of this pish kept by the same psons as in Leire 
do every fortnight in number about 
IO or IS of the meaner sort. 

William Cooke Rcr. 
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ffoston 

Glenfield 

Gilmorton 

Kilwor,th 

South 
Kilworth 

Kimcote 

Knaptoft cu 
Shearsby 

Lutterworth 

Leyre 

Misterton 

Narborough 

Peatling Magna 

Peatling Parva 

Noe Conventicles within this parish. 
Sam: Hopkins Curate ibid. 

Rector incarceratus. 

Noe Conventicle or unlawfull assembly within 
this pish. 

Thomas Welchman Rector. 

No Conventicle in this pish. 
William Bassett Rector. 

No Conventicle in this pish. 
Wm Richardson Rectr. 

No Conventicle in this pisli. 
rho: HuQt Rector. 

Certified as by Mr. Whasson Rector as 
upon the file, he being very sicke at the visi
tation there is none in Shearsby that keepe 
conventicles. 

Robert 

No Conventicle within this pish. I certifie in 
the absen.ce of the minister. 

signed Robt: Weale gard: 

One Conventicle of Anabaptists of the 
poorer sort of people about 20 in number. John 
Kitchin of Lutterworth Ironmonger being 
theire teacher they usually meet on Sundayes 
at the dwelling house of Elisha Lord husband
man <3>· 

Richard Pyke Cur. 

No Conventicle in this pish. 
Fr: Meres Rectr. 

Noe Conventicle within this patish but what 
is expected in the Certificate wich see upon the 
file.19 

Jo: Bendy Rect. of Narborrow. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
John Allen Vier. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Jo: Wigfall Rect. 

19Nothing more is reported for Narborough in the Lambeth Return. 
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Shawell An unlawfully assembly held in the after-

Swinford 

Shamford 

Sapcote 

Stony Stanton 

Thurlston 

Willoughby 
Waterles 

Wigston Magna 

Odeby 

noone in the said pish church without my 
knowledge about two monthes since to the 
number of 40 or thereaboute this by Mr. 
Campian as I heare an ejected minister of tfie 
meaner sort. 

William Astell Rr of Shawell. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
John Wyersdale Vicar. 

No conventicle in this pish. 
Edw Barnes. Rect ibidm. 

A presibiterian conventicle and an ana
baptisticall conventicle held within this psh as 
in the Certificate is certified by me. 20 

Will: Burrough. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Thomas Bunning Rectr. 

No Conventicle within this pish but neare 
thereunto there have been severall at certaine 
odd houses used as meeting houses. & Edward 
Laurence Esq .. 4 miles or lesse of the 
burrough of Le.icr. about roo in number of the 
meaner sort of people consisting of Quakers 
sometimes of Anabaptists & some presbiterians 
or independents. 

ff ran : Jones Rector. ibi [ d J . 
No conventicle or unlawfull meeting within 

this pish but once by one Oglesby who came 
from London & there did continue for five or 
six and together in the house 
of one John Reyner <3> according to the 
certificate. 

vie. 
Noe conventicle within this parish. 

Sam Hopkins vicar ibid. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
Tho: Weston Curate. 

W. ffoster: offic: 

20According to the Lambeth Return there was a Presbyterian and Indepen
dent Conventicle attended at Sapcote by 'about 40' of the 'vulgar sort' 
and taught by 'Mr. Matthew Clark and John Kitching Ironmunger' . 
The Anabaptists are not mentioned. See the introduction, page rn4. 
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Asfordby 

Allexton 

Barsby cum 
membris 

Beeby 

Brookesby 

Belgrave 

Cussington 

South Croson 

Dalby Chalcomb 

ffrisby super 
Wreake 

Hoaby 

Humberston 

Goscote Deanery. 

Certificate of the Clergy concerning con
venticles taken at the visitation of Doctor 
Owtram Archdeaconry of Leier held in 
St. Martin's Church Leier upon ffriday the 15 
day of Oc 1669 by William ffoster 
Batchelor of Lawes official of the said Arch
deacon. 
No Conventicle within this parish. 

Hen: · Allen Vic. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish 
Mountjoy Cradocke Rector. 

Three conventicles kept on Sundaies within 
this pish about halfe yeare since consisting of 
auabaptists about 20 in number meeting at 
George Muggs weaver Robert Simkin a chaund
ler & James Darbishire sheppd of the vulgar 
sort of people their speaker a shoemaker of 
Darby but his name I know not. 

Thomas Rawson Vier. 
No Conventicle within this parish. 

William Pickle churchwarden. 
The curate being absent and the rector also. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Amb: Kipling Capel: 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Jo: Jones de Belgrave. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Will Staneley rectr ibid. 

No Conventicle within this parish. 
Paul Balgaye Rectr. 

Noe Conventicle within this pish. 
St: Aldorman Vicar. 

No Conventicle within this pish to my know
ledge. 

John Williams Churchwarden. 
No Conventicle within this pish. 

I-Jenry Mather Churcfi.warden absen. Vic. 

No Co11venticle within this pish. 
Roger Chapman Vic ibid 
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Roton Vacat a Curate & member of prestwolde: no 
conventicle within this pish. 

William Crashey gardian. 

Loseby No Conventicle within this parish. 

Lod'dington 

Prestwold 

Queniborough 

Rotherby 

Rearsby 

Ratcliffe sup 
Wreake 

Ragdale 

[S]ileby 

Saxelby 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Nath: Berry vie. ibid. 

Rect no Conventicle within this parish. 
William Cox Churchwarden gard. 

No Conventicle within this parish. 
ffrancis Squire vicar 

aegrotat: No conventicle within this parish. 
William Adams churchwarden in absentia 

Vicar aegrotantis. 

One Conventicle of Presbyterians about 20 
in. number consisting of an ordinary sort of 
people Mr. Woodhouse & Mr. Grace ejected 
out of the Rtory of Rearsby who usually meet 
at the house of Clement Needham <7> a cap
taine in the late Rebellion. 

C. Fanes Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Hen: Bolte vie. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
John Bransom Churchwarden in absentia 

curate ibidem 

Two Conventicles or unlawfull assemblies 
one of Quakers the other of Anabaptists the 

at the house of William Smith <z> the 
otner at Willm Kendales of this pish on the 
Sundaies & daies in the weeke for these 2 or 3 
years of the less substantial people in the 
pish and some vulgar people from other places 
their numbers about sixtie the said Kendall 

Smith being theire Teachers. 
Thomas Jackson Curate. 

an unlawfull Conventicle held within this 
parish at the house of George on Sun
dayes ether before or after Divine Service but 
what their sects are wee' cannot tell they 
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consist of an ordinary sort of people and theire 
numbers about 50 Mr. John Woodhouse being 
theire teacher. 

Skeffington 

Syston 

Seagrave 

Thrussington 

Tugby 

East Norton 

Tilton 

Twyford cu 
Thorpe 
Satchfeild 

Thurmaston 

Wymeswold 

Walton sup 
Wolds 

Rich Kirkby Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Tho: Wright curate ibid. 

Some silent meetings at the houses of John 
Whateffe <3) & Matthew Whateffe <2> of an 
unlawfull Assemblie of a sort called Quakers 
their numbers about 12. Tiieir speaker a 
woman whose name I know not their meetings 
on Sundaies & other daies of the meaner sort 
of people. 

David Parry Vicar. 

See the file for the certificate. 21 

Noe Conventicles within this parish. 
Samuel Webster Vicar. 

See the file for the certificate. No conventicle 
for this pish. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 

No Conventicle wthin this pish. 
John Grey Vicar. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
James Wright Vicar. 

No conventicle within this pish. 
William Barton Curate. 

a:Q assembly of Quakers about 4 or 5 in 
number meete at one Richard Frere a shoe
maker weekly on Sundaies foi;: a yeare last past. 

Richard Meke 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Thomas Grinston churchwarden in the 

absence of the minister. 
.W. ffoster officialis Archinat. 

Leicestrensis. 

21The Lambeth Return reports no conventicle. 
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Ab Kettleby 
cu Holwell 

Broughton 
foferior 

Bramston 

Bottesford 

Buckminster cu 
Dewsterne 

Burton Lazars 

Claxton Longa 

Croxton Kerial 

Cold Overton 

Coston 

Dalby pva 

Edmundthoi:pe 

[Fram] land Deanery. 

Certificate of the Clergy concern
ing Con Archdeacon of ye Archdeaconry 
of Leier held in day of Octobr Ao Dom 
1669 by William ffoster B.a said 
Archd:eacon. 

No Conventicle within this pish. 
Will. Cl 

One Conventicle of Quakers about 40 in 
of people their teachers not knowne 

sometimes silent house of John Wilford 
<r> 22 millar on Sundays. 

Thos Bleay Cura 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Joh. Beardmore Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Elisha Sanderson Curate. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Wm 

John Walker Churchwardens. 

Noe Conventicles within this cli.apellrie. 

One Conventicle of Quakers about 20 in 
number consisting of a middle sort of people 
theire teachers not knowne they constantly 
meet at the dwelling house of Edward Allum 
husbandman. 

John Reay Vic 

Mins mort. Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Edward Briggs 

Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Cave Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Ralph Denton Churchward:en. 

Noe conventicle within this parish. 
John Muston vie 

Noe Conventicles within this parish. 
The marke of Wm Sansome Churchwarden 

22Assessed at I Hearth, but discharged by legal certificate. 
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Eastwell 

Eaton 

ffreaby 

Garthorpe 

Goadbie 
Marwood 

Hose 

Harby 

Harts tone 

Kirby 
Bellars 

Knipton 

Normanton 

23Melton Mowbray. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Hugh Wright Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Holten Curate. 

Noe Conventicle within this Chappellrie. 
Zachariah Fenton Curate. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Anthony Kirksby Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Richardson Rector. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Ric: Simson vicar. 

One Conventicle of Quakers about 20 in 
number consistin_g of the poorer s of 
people Wm Smith a stranger Eliz: Hooton a 
stranger Leviston Patrick a stranger be their 
teachers they usually meet at ye dwelling house 
of Chr Levis husbandman. 

Ye marke of 
John Searborough Churchwardens 

Ye marke of 
Ralph Waight 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
William Crasse Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Thomas Richardson Churchwarden. 

One Conventicle of Anabaptists about 8 in 
number consisting of a mean sort of people 
Tobias Watson <r> Carpenter being theire 
teacher they usually meet at the dwelling house 
of ffra: Templeman husbandman on Sunday 
in Time of divine Service. 

The marke of George Smith 
Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 23 

venticle within this parish. 24 

Richard White Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this chapellrie. 

24Muston. The Lambeth return reports no conventicle. 
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Plungar 

Redmile 

Somerbie 

Staplefoi::d 

Saitby 

Statherne 

Scalford 

Stonesby 

Sproxton 

Saxby 

Thorpe Arnold 
cu Bruntingby 

Wymondham 

Waltham sup 
Wolos 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Bond William Passmith 

Churchwardens. 

Noe conventicles within this parish. 
Ye marke of Thomas Adcocke 
Ye marke of William Burton 

Churchwardens. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
John Hudson churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Willm: Love Churchwarden. 

Noe Conventicles within this parish. 
Ephr: Garthwaite Curate. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Willm Cole vicar 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
William Wright Churchwardens 
The marke of 

Thomas Sprat 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
vie 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
The marke of Edward Brackenberrie 

Churchwarden 

No Conventicles in this parish. 
Tho: Briggs vie 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
ffrancis Alderman Schoolemaster. 

One Conve:o.ticle of Anabaptists about 40 
in number consisting of an ordinary sort ol 
people Hen: Redgate tayler <1) Tobias Watson 
of Garthorpe joyner being theire Teachers 
the[y] usually meet at ye dwelling of ye sd 
Hen: Redgate on Sundays in time of divine 
service. 
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[W]elby 

Wifordby 

Witchcocke 
[i.e. Withcote J 

Noe Conventicles within this chappellrie. 
J os: Bickhead Curate. 

Noe Conventicle within this parish. 
Robert Harris Rector of Wiford by. 

Edw: Bunny Churchwarden. 

One Conventicle of Quakers about 20 con
sisting of an ordinary sort of people theire 
Teachers Wm Munneys ffarmer <z> Wm Cant 
Shephard <r> they usually meet at the dwelling 
house of the sd Wm Moneys. 

Ed Saunder Rector. 
W. ffoster ofllis. Archinat: Leicestrensis. 


